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“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in Hts paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MicaH Iv: 2. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER B. H. ROBERTS. 


THE following discourse was delivered by Elder B. H. Roberts, at the 
Weber Stake Conference, held in the Ogden Tabernacle, July 16, 1893: 

The remarks of Brother Orson Smith are of great interest to the people 
and are timely in their character. With him, I believe that the time is 
ripe for the accomplishment of the purposes of the Lord, and during his 
remarks a few paragraphs in one of the revelations in the Doctrine and 
Covenants came to my mind, which I will read. When sending some of 
the first Elders out to preach the Gospel, the Lord said to them: 


Behold, I send yes out to reprove the world of all their unrighteous 
deeds, and to teach them of a judgment which istocome. _ 

And whoso receiveth you there will I be also, for I will go before 
your face: I will be on your right hand and on your left, and my spirit 
shall be in your hearts, and mine angels round about you, to bear you up. 

Whoso receiveth you receiveth me, and the same will feed you, and 
clothe you, and give you rr: 

And he who feeds you, or clothes you, or gives you money, shall in no 
wise lose his reward : ; 

And he that doeth not these things is not my disciple; by this you may 
know my disciples. 

He that receiveth you not, go away from him alone by yourselves, and 
cleanse your feet even with water, pure water, whether in heat or in cold, 
and bear testimony of it unto your Father which is in heaven, and return 
not again unto that man. 

And in whatsoever village or city ye enter, do likewise. 

Nevertheless, search diligently and spare not; and woe unto that house, 
or that village or city that rejecteth you, or your words, or your testimony 
concerning me: | 

Woe, I say again, unto that house or that village or city that rejecteth 
you, or your words, or your testimony of me; 
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For I, the ey, have laid my hands upon the nations, to scourge 
them for their wickedness: 
And plagues shall go forth, and they shall not be taken from the earth 
until I have completed my work which shall be cut short in righteousness, 
Until all shall know me, who remain, even from the least unto the 
greatest, and shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord. 


And again it is written: 

And the Bishop, Newel K. Whitney, also, should travel round about and 
among all the churches, searchi ter the poor to administer to their 
wants by humbling the rich and the proud; 

He should also employ an agent to take charge and to do his secular 
business as he shall direct ; 

Nevertheless, let the Bishop go unto the city of New York, also to the 
city of Albany, and also to the - of Boston, and warn the people of 
those cities with the sound of the Gospel, with a loud voice, of the deso- 
lation and utter abolishment which await them if they do reject these 


For if they do meee these things the hour of their judgment is nigh, 
and their house shall be left unto them desolate. 


On another occasion the Lord said to his servants: 


Behold, I sent you out to testify and warn the people, and it becometh 
every man who hath been warned to warn his neighbor. 

Therefore, they are left without excuse, and their sins are upon their 
own heads. 

He that seeketh me early shall find me, and shall not be forsaken. 

Abide ye in the liberty wherewith ye are made free; entangle not your- 
selves in sin, but let your hands be clean, until the Lord come; 

For not many days hence and the earth shall tremble and reel to and fro 
as a drunken man, and the sun shall hide his face, and shall refuse to give 
light, and the moon shall be bathed in blood, and the stars shall become 
—— angry, and shall cast themselves down as a fig that falleth from 
off a fig tree. 

And after your testimony cometh wrath and indignation upon the 


people ; 

For after your testimony cometh the testimony of earthquakes, that shall 
cause groanings in the midst of her, and men shall fall upon the ground, 
and shall not be able to stand. 

And also cometh the testimony of the voice of thunderings, and the 
voice of lightnings, and the voice of tempests, and the voice of the waves 
of the sea, heaving themselves beyond their bounds. 

And all things shall be in commotion ;.and surely, men’s hearts shall fail 
them ; for fear shall come upon all the people ; 

And angels shall fly through the midst of heaven, crying with a loud 
voice, —s the trump of God, saying, Prepare ye, prepare ye, O in- 
habitants of the earth; for the judgment of our God is come: behold, and 
lo! the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him. 


It is well to remember, when reading these words, that we are not read- 
ing black letter in some ancient work about some ancient people; but we 
are reading the words of God as they have been revealed through the in- 
spired Prophet, Joseph Smith, and they apply directly to the generation 
in which we live. It is the decree of the Lord that these judgments shall 
go through the earth. What for? To gratify and please the Latter-day 
Saints? No. To gratify any revengeful feeling that exists in the breast 
of God? No. Such a thing as that would be unworthy of the Father of 
the human race. It would not be worthy of, or like God. When a wise 
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parent corrects a child with corporeal punishment, is it to gratify revenge- 
ful feelings in the breast of the parent? That would be a very brutish 
idea of parentage. I believe that punishment should never be inflicted 
by a parent except for the correction and the reclaiming of the child. 
And I have always looked upon the judgments decreed of God and that 
have been predicted, both by ancient and modern prophets, as events 
which shall prove corrective of the evils that exist and not to gratify re- 
vengeful feelings in the breasts of the Saints of God, who may have suffered 
at the hands of the wicked, much less to gratify any revengeful feelings 
in the heart of our Father in heaven. Suffering is the fruit of the trans- 
gression of law; and these predicted calamities which we call the judg- 
ments of God will be but the consequences of sin. 

In the works of infidel writers the flood is referred to as an exhibition 
of cruelty on the part of Deity; and their descriptions of it have been 
drawn out in such a manner as to cast reproach upon the justice and the 
mercy of God. And at the first glance it seems difficult to justify such a 
great calamity as we regard the flood to be, by which the whole race of 
men was well nigh swept out of existence. The people of that generation, 
however, had corrupted themselves almost past our comprehension. It is 
written that the thoughts of their hearts were evil continually, and they 
were cursing their posterity with that inclination to evil which they had 
contracted by their wickedness. They would have stamped all succeeding 
generations with their own weaknesses and proneness to wrong-doing; 
and those pure spirits that existed in the presence of God that had not 
yet tabernacled in the flesh would have had to come through that sin- 
cursed lineage and would have been placed at a great disadvantage in 
their probation, because parentage had a wonderful influence upon the 
formation of character. God knew this, and He knew that if that genera- 
tion of men were permitted to continue propagating their species the 
result would be that a curse and not a blessing would be brought upon 
His children who lived with Him in heaven. In justice, then, to the untold 
millions of spirits that were to come to the earth, the Lord destroyed that 
generation of men that lived in the days of Noah. I see in that act an act 
of mercy rather than cruelty. The people in the days of Noah were cut off 
from the earth that their wickedness might not be perpetuated in their 
children, and a more righteous branch of the human family was preserved, 
that the spirits that had to tabernacle in the flesh might have a better 
parentage than the wicked antediluvians, and consequently a better pros- 
pect of successfully accomplishing their mission in this probation than 
they would by coming through a wicked parentage. 

So in this generation the Lord has His purposes to accomplish, and we 
shall find that though there be apparent harshness in the carrying out of 
these purposes, mercy and justice will be properly balanced in the accom- 
plishment of God’s designs. 

But here is what I would impress upon you: We have the decree of the 
Lord, that after the testimony of His servants to this generation the 
calamities depicted in these revelations shall stalk abroad in the earth, 
and there shall be the testimony of cyclones, of temrpests, of the sea 
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heaving itself beyond its bounds, and of earthquakes, the hearts of men 
failing them for fear of the things that are coming upon mankind. Look 
upon our present condition. There is a lack of confidence existing every- 
where, especially in regard to financial matters, and the hearts of men are 
failing them, and everybody is wondering and speculating about how and 
when we shall get rid of our present financial troubles. Well, for my own 
part, I think perhaps we may from time to time bridge over little difficul- 
ties such as those that now confront us. But will they stay settled, and 
will the millennium of peace and prosperity come upon the inhabitants of 
the earth? I do not expect it until the judgments of God have accom- 
plished their purpose. One of the ancient prophets said: “When thy 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants thereof will learn righteousness.” 
And I do not expect to see the world cured of its evils until they do learn 
righteousness, and learn to honor and respect the laws of God. There is 
but one foundation upon which men or nations may build permament 
prosperity, and that foundation is nothing less than the foundation of 
righteousness, and judgment, and truth. The world cannot get along 
without observing these things any more than we can, and they have that 
lesson to learn. And while financiers and statesmen may patch up these 
difficulties that now exist, heal these little sores, quiet these little fears, I 
venture the suggestion that it will only be temporary relief, and that the 
evil will make itself apparent somewhere else. For the evils that are 
abroad in this world are constitutional in their character. They have 
become chronic. It is a world that has gone wrong, and it will require a 
God to set it right. The wisdom of congresses and of parliaments will 
not be sufficient. The wisdom of man cannot cope with these evils, and 
men will yet learn that they must turn unto the Lord God of Israel for 
deliverance. So that, instead of expecting to see the troubles of the world 
grow less, I believe they will increase. We have got into that condition 
where we will get much worse before we become permanently well. We 
may expect to see calamities in the world multiply. The judgments of 
God are following the testimony of the Elders of Israel. The Elders of 
the Church of Jesus Christ have been going to and fro in the world for 
the last sixty years, warning the inhabitants of the earth of those things 
that were coming upon them, and have in season and out of season cried 
repentance to this generation. Last week we read of a fearful cyclone 
that passed up the Sioux River Valley, in the state of Iowa. I was 
especially interested in that matter, because that was my old field of 
labor, in fact, my first field of labor as a missionary. I read how that 
terrible tornado whipped out of the ground an iron pipe. There was only 
six feet of it above ground; yet, so terrible was the storm, that it took 
that pipe and twisted it out of the ground and carried it away. The same 
storm wrenched out of a threshing machine its steel cylinder and carried 
that off; and it swept out of existance an entire village. When I read of 
these terrible calamities that overtook the people of that locality, I could 
not help but remember the labors of myself and other Elders who traveled 
and warned them of these terrible storms and cyclones that were coming. 
In correcting some misstatements that were printed in one of the Sioux 
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City papers, we took occasion to warn these people of the threatened 
judgments of God, and called upon them to repent. The editor published 
our communication, and in an editorial note said that he did not publish 
the letter because he had taken alarm at the Mormons’ warning, but he 
had published it that the people might know that there was a good deal 
of ignorance and folly in this world, and that a great amount of it was 
connected with Mormonism. My letter afforded a theme of merriment to 
them. Well, I wondered, when reading of that cyclone, if they had for- 
gotten the warning we had given. I suppose they had; but the disaster 
came nevertheless. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


IN THE SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


THE two following letters to the Deseret News from Elder T. L. Woodbury, 
now laboring on some of the small coral islands in the South Pacific 
Ocean, are exceedingly interesting, both as to a description of the natives 
and the progress of God’s work among that portion of the blood of Israel: 


Tucaroa, Tuamotu, June 29, 1893. 

When I first received my call here I felt rather discouraged, but realiz- 
ing that I had been chosen by those possessing the highest authority 
under the Almighty upon the earth, I heartily responded, knowing that 
God used the weak things of the earth to battle against the powerful, and 
that if I put my trust in Him and did my part faithfully He could make 
my mission a successful one. 

Tahiti is as pretty a spot as one would wish to gaze upon. Papeete, the | 
magnificent harbor, which is surrounded by a coral reef, is a suitable rest- 
ing place for the sea’s transit vehicles, and is calm when the ocean’s billows 
are raging in their greatest fury. The island is of volcanic formation, like 
its companions in the Society group. I think the highest peak aspires to 
an elevation of some 8,000 feet above the great Pacific’s level. The moun- 
tains and hillsides are clothed with shrubbery and grasses, very different 
to the snow-capped peaks of Utah, while the ravines are bedecked with 
dense forests and abound with such fruits as the orange, banana, fei, bread 
fruit, pine apple, cocoanut, guava, etc., and many beautiful flowers and 
ferns. It is a beautiful place, so far as appearance goes, but “beauty is only 
skin deep.” The disadvantages are many; the climate is hot, the islands 
being located in a tropical region, and the customs and habits of the people 
in their great city Papeete are not of an elevated character. They area 
shiftless set, as a rule, and a more immoral people I have never met. 
When I arrived here I found little to encourage me. The English speak- 
ing people aiscouraged us; the ministers of the day scorned us, besides 
circulating false reports of our actions and intentions, while the doings of 
the inhabitants were of the most loathsome character. I now write of the 
people of Papeete and my first impressions. 

To render our prospect’ on arriving still more discouraging, we met no 
converts or Mormon missionaries, so that our undertaking seemed more 
formidable than before._ Our prayers were continually ascending to the 
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Almighty to send some one to our rescue, and after a considerable delay 
we were cheered by the arrival of President James 8. Brown and his son 
Elando. 

Although we were called to labor on the Society islands, the president 
thought it would be better for two of us to spend our time among the 
inhabitants of the Tuamota group. These are sometimes called the Lower 
Archipelago islands. As a result, Brother C. 8. Larsen and I were chosen 
to come to this section of the vineyard, which lies some two hundred miles 
north of Papeete. 

Unlike Tahiti, these islands are of coral formation, none reaching an 
elevation of twenty feet, while the most of them stand six feet above sea 
level at their greatest altitude. Cocoanuts abound here, the earth not 
being adapted to the growth of other fruit. 

Situated in the centre of each island is a large lagoon, where the people 
make their living by diving for the valuable -pear! shell which is secreted 
within this animal-made basin. Another pursuit.is the making of copra 
from the cocoanut. The nut when ripe is opened and the meat dried. 
Thousands of tons are annually shipped to San Francisco, where the finest 
of toilet soap is manufactured from the same. The natives of this group 
are of a darker cast than are those of Papeete, but far ahead of them in 
morality and good works. Some of their customs and actions might be 
patterned after by the whites with profit. 

On Sunday, at home, we always expect the best of meals. How different 
here. Your meals are cold, being prepared the day previous. The women 
folks don’t stay home, but go to church as do the men. Since my arrival 
here Tucaroa has been my abiding place. There are four missionaries 
in this group—Brothers Damron, Jones and Larsen, and myself. Within 
the last six weeks we have baptized seven and blessed one child. There 
are some four hundred “Mormons” on these islands. The Josephites have 
quite a band of followers. These were all members of our Church at one 
time, but have been led astray by one Thomas Smith, an apostle of their 
creed. 

Mr. Mopuhi is a half-caste; he is wealthy and treats us with all the 
kindness we could except from a father. We have been staying here for 
six weeks with him, and he will take no pay from us. He goes to our 
meetings regularly and has charge of the work of building the “Mormon” 
meeting house, which is 68 by 35 feet, and is to be sixteen feet high. This 
is a fine edifice for a people like this to attempt to complete in three 
months; but I think they will do it. We have had the best of food ob- 
tainable in this section of the country, and I hope we will never fare 
worse. Monday we leave here for Fakarava, where we anticipate attend- 
ing conference. After this Brother Damron and myself will go to Aua. 

On Sunday, the 28th of May, I married my first couple. Brother Larsen 
baptized them after they were united as one. They were then confirmed. 
The people here are very good to us, treating us better than I expected. 
They will not let a missionary turn his hand to work if there is any way 
of stopping him. Mr. Mopuhi is especially kind, doing all in his power 
to make us comfortable, and this is a great deal, for he has the money and 
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influence to help us in our labors more than any other person here. My 
main labor so far has been in teaching the people to sing. This place 
where I am is very small; there are very few people here, and they seem 
like one family. It was only yesterday that the Josephites made these 
men who are working on our church a present of a pig, some thirty baskets 
of cocoanuts and $10 in cash, etc. Would the different sectarians of the 
day who are whiter do an act of benevolence like this? I have been on 
this island a month now and have not seen a fight, or a drunken man 
yet. 

Last Sunday Brother Damron married a couple and baptized four per- 
sons, @ man, his wife and two children. Mr. Mopuhi’s wife gave me a fine 
sugar cane hat the other day. Brother Damron’s description of the other 
islands is not very pleasing, but I am going to brace up and stand it. The 
women perform manual labor as well asthe men. The other day I saw 
one of them coming with a rock on her shoulder for the meeting house; 
following her were some seven wheeling a cart full of the same material. 
There is no class distinction here; a wealthy woman works the same as a 
poor one. 

The natives come to the house every night and we stay up with them 
until 10 o’clock, after which we retire and arise in the morning between 
five and six. It is a disgrace to lie any longer. 


TETAMANU, Fakarava, July 9, 1893. 

On Monday, July 3, we made ourselves ready for a journey to Tetamanu, 
where conference was to be held on the sixth of July. The people came 
from all around the island of “Tukaroa” to see us off. I think there were | 
some two hundred. Many of these were shedding tears. It touched my 
heart to see how these people love their missionaries. Well, at 8:30 prayer 
had been offered and Brother Damron had made a few remarks, and we 
were seated upon the boat just going out on the passage. In about half 
an hour I was sick, worse than ever I had been before. We landed and 
set out for this place July 4—that memorable day—in good spirits and 
thankful for our safety. 

On Thursday conference was commenced, and we enjoyed ourselves. 
On Friday I was called upon to deliver my say. Brother Damron said he 
would translate, so I began, but instead of speaking in English, my sermon 
was in native, on the necessity of baptism. I surprised the whole congre- 
gation, but myself the most. God assisted me, and I hope he will continue 
so in the future. Had not my Father given me His Holy Spirit my sermon 
would have been a blank. Brother Seegmiller is here and will shortly 
leave for Tupuai. He speaks the native best. Brother Larsen spoke in 
conference in English, Brother Damron translating for him. In the morn- 
ing, early, we leave this place for Aua. 


Tue cholera ‘reports from various parts of the Continent indicate that 
the epidemic is on the whole decreasing, though among the waterside 
populations of St. Petersburg and in various towns of Italy its ravages 
still seriously prevail. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1893. 


PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS. 


ANOTHER chapter has been added to the world’s history of religious move- 
ments, but in that chapter is again found a page sullied by intolerance 
and marred by cowardice, prejudice and injustice. 

One of the most in:portant events in the history of religions since the 
restoration of the Gospel to the earth, has been the parliament of religions, 
which was held last month in Chicago. Never before have the teachers 
of the religious systems in Japan, China, India, Africa, in all the European 
countries and in America, gathered, as it were, from the ends of the earth 
to present their doctrines, precepts, or code of life. It was a great gather- 
ing, and has served to draw the inhabitants of the world nearer to each 
other. 

The parliament has been important in this fact, that it is the first 
genuine attempt to draw together into one common faith not only the 
hundreds of sects basing their dogmas on the belief in the divine mission 
of Jesus Christ, but all other religions, such as Judaism, Mohammedanism, 
Buddhism, Brahmaism and other oriental systems. With the death of the 
disciples of Christ, divine guidance was lost. The Catholic church still 
claimed Apostolic succession, but did not teach the Gospel preached by 
Jesus, by Paul and by Peter. A dismemberment followed and the various 
apostate branches of the church have become so numerous that no man 
can name them all. As each year has added to the number, thus weakening 
the parent organizations, the attempt to hold a parliament of all religions 
has this year been made. There’;it was hoped that an interchange of 
thought would suggest to the master-minds some way whereby this 
splitting asunder on the smallest of differences could be stopped, and 
whereby the current could be stemmed and turned into the channel of 
unification. It is fondly hoped that this attempt shall finally evolve a 
universal system of religion, free from dogmatic influences and the teach- 
ings of creeds, and based on‘religious tolerance and a universal observance 
of the rule, “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

The final outcome of this undertaking is at present shrouded in mist. 
It is not yet known, even by the most learned promoters of this parlia- 
ment, whether this universal religion shall have belief in Jesus Christ as 
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a foundation; or, whether it shall be so liberal as to admit the worship of 
gods made of gold, silver, iron, copper, stone or. other material; or, such 
gods as the planets, or animals; or such gods as are described to be with- 
out either body, parts, or passions. On what plana universal system of 
worshipping one God shall finally be promulgated is yet a mystery, but 
that its need is recognized by the religious teachers of to-day, will prove 
a turning point in the religious history of the world. 

Another important feature in this parliament is the fact that a union of 
all creeds is attempted without divine aid, without revelation from God. 
How vainly man struggles to know his God, while going contrary to His 
law! What, then, has this parliament accomplished? Let us see. 

The fact that such a parliament has been held admits its necessity. 
The teachings of many creeds were presented, that the wheat might be 
gathered and the chaff abandoned. This gleaning of truths would not 
have been necessary had a perfect system existed. Hence, we must con- 
clude that such a system did not exist among those who gathered, though 
doubtless each thought his own the best. 

Now view the strange tactics of this religious body! Every creed, both 
Christian and heathen, except one, was invited to participate. That 
one applied for admission but this was not granted. That one was 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Here was a religious 
system, claiming to have been established by revelation from God, claim- 
ing that its teachings, its priesthood and its powers are given by direct 
revelation. If this claim were true, the parliament of religions would 
have been unnecessary, for where divine guidance is assured no error can 
exist. This great parliament was called together for the sole purpose of 
obtaining a correct and true system, yet the only people that claimed to 
possess the only infallible guide—the acceptance of which claim, if valid; 
would have crowned the parliament with success—were not even granted“a 
hearing. Intolerance ruled under the mask of tolerance, charity, liberality 
and justice. This action of the parliament, or its promoters, has stamped 
upon it, or them, the brand of insincerity and bigotry. It will go down 
into history as another failure to reestablish by man’s own finite powers 
that which God had taken from earth because of wickedness, and it will 
vividly picture the universal desire to accomplish this without the aid of 
God 


The heathens, who believe not in Christ, were admitted and_listened_to 
attentively, but the “Mormons” were refused. Two constructions’ only 
can be placed on this action. Either the Mohammedan, the Hindoo,‘or the 
Chinee is considered superior to the “ Mormon,” or else Christianity dreads 
to give “Mormonism” a hearing, lest there should be found in it, the’truth 
which would upset all man-made doctrines, and which, if rejected, should 
prove the condemnation of entire Christendom. 

In a religious sense, then, we fail to see that this gathering has accom- 
plished anything except to make the East a little more acquainted with‘the 
Weat, and, perhaps, secure more tolerance and protection in‘{Oriental 
countries for the missionaries who shall be sent{to teach the heathen"a 
perverted gospel—a gospel which has tacitly been admitted to be unadapt- 
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able to the needs of the present age, and to be without life, without 
power to save. J. V.B. 


ANOTHER PIONEER GONE, 


Srster Mary Farr died at the residenco of her son-in-law, John A. Boyle, 
Ogden, September 25, 1893. In her death Utah has lost another of her 
noble Pioneers. 

Mary Farr was born April 1, 1820, at St. Johnsbury, Caledonia County, 
Vermont. At an early period of its history her parents united their des- 
tiny with the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. When thirteen 
years of age Mary became a member of the same church, being baptized 
and confirmed November 11, 1833, in her native town, by Elder Israel 
Evans. 

In 1844 she was married to Elder Elijah Norman Freeman. The fruit 
of this union was one son, E. N. Freeman, who now resides at St. Johns, 
Arizona. After this marriage they resided for some time at La Harpe, 
until a few months before the exodus, when they removed to the city of 
Nauvoo. At the time of the expulsion they participated in the general 
privations which their co-religionists suffered. Her husband was a mem- 
ber of the Mormon Battalion and died in the service while on the march 
to Pueblo, November 28, 1846. She then went to reside with her parents. 

In the spring of 1847 they started on their journey overland with the 
first company; and on the twentieth of September of the same year they 
arrived in Salt Lake valley, where Salt Lake City now stands. In the 
spring of 1849 she married Elder Willard Snow, by whom she had two 
children, one boy and one girl—the latter being the wife of Elder John A. 
Boyle. The boy died in his childhood. In 1852 her husband was called to 
fill a mission to Scandinavia, and on his journey from Denmark to Hull, he 
died, being buried in the North Sea. In the spring of 1853 the widow 
with her young family came north and settled first at Bingham Fort, now 
called Lynne, near Ogden. In the following year, December 2, 1854, she 
became the wife of Elder Lorin Farr, then president of the Weber Stake. 
The fruits of the last marriage were three sons: Willard, who is now living 
at St. Johns, Arizona; Erastus, who died in his infancy, and Isaac, who 
resides in Ogden. 

Mary Farr was one of God’s noble women. She was exemplary, kind 
generous-hearted, a devoted wife, loving mother, true friend, and was firm 
and faithful to her religious convictions. She was the mother of five sons 
and one daughter. She was the grandmother of nineteen boys and sixteen 


girls—thirty-five in all. She also has two great grand-daughters who sur- 
vive her. 


THE DEVIL PLANT. 


THE Philadelphia Times has the following account of a strange growth 
known to the people as the “Devil Plant of Mississippi”: 


“There has recently appeared in this vicinity a most peculiar growth 
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known as the ‘devil plant,’ which is so deadly as to render all insect life 
and vegetation in its neighborhood lifeless, It is most innocent in appear- 
ance, being of a tender green, clinging close to the earth, and sprinkled 
with small red blossoms, cup-shaped, and holding in their hearts a single 
drop of moisture, It is in this singular dew, which the sun has no power 
to dispel, that the plant’s most blighting influence is said to lie. Bees by 
the hundreds have been found dead in the blossoms, Indeed, the hives of 
the neighborhood are nearly depopulated by the noxious flowers. A 
gentleman, who is noted as a botanist in these parts, tasted this dew and 
declared that it was of a sickening sweetness, without odour, and viscid 
like liquid gum. It was allowed to dwell on his tongue, which soon began 
to burn him so as to raise a blister, and the member swelled up and 
became discolored and very painful. The bees have not been the only 
sufferers from this growth, but every insect approaching it seems to 
become paralyzed, and, after a beat or two of the wings above this creep- 
ing upas, drops dying among its cruel leaves. Cattle which have eaten of 
it die in a few hours in the greatest agony with a sort of exaggerated 
tetanus, the skin drawn tense and the eyes protruding from the head. All 
ordinary remedies fai] to restore one in these attacks. Vegetation also 
seems to shun the ‘devil plant,’ and Whole tracts of meadow are now lying 
scorched and dead from the insidious approach of this unknown growth. 
Under the microscope the leaves exhibit innumerable little mouths, or 
suckers, of such tenacity as to sting the hand on which the leaf is laid, 
leaving a dull, red mark, like the wound of a scorpion. The people of the 
vicinity say this plant is the forerunner of disaster, it having made 
previous appearances just before the outbreak of the war, and on each 
occasion of the coming of yellow fever. An effort has been made to burn 
it out, but, protected by its singular dew, this has failed. The dead bodies 
of cattle, which have died of eating it, on being examined show that the 
digestive organs are swollen to four times their natural size, and looked as 
if they had been burned; the heart is congested, and the blood of a dark, 
unusual tinge, with an odour like benzoin. The plant is of rapid growth, 
covering acres in a few days, requiring little hold, and going over every 
obstacle in its way, the roots being of thread-like fineness, and extending 
only an inch or two below the surface of the ground, but exhibiting 
extraordinary tenacity once they seize hold of a spot, enwrapping pebbles, 
old roots, etc., like clinging fingers.” 


AMERICA’S ANCIENT INHABITANTS. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 698. ] 
WHILE it is in the province of an archeologist to throw a great deal of 
light upon the history of an ancient people, by making careful examina- 
tions of the remains they have left behind, it is a very difficult matter for 
him to form any idea of dates. Thus, when an attempt is made to tell the 
time when a people settled in a certain country, and how long they 
occupied it, and how many years have passed since they abandoned it, 
the results must be vague and uncertain. Probably not a single archeol- 
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ogist has made a study of the ruins of Central America and Mexico, who 
has not in his own mind formed some idea as to the time that has elapsed 
since the Toltecs first entered those regions of country, and the ages that 
have passed since they abandoned them; yet we find no two men who 
agree as to the length of those periods, while the differences between 
them extend over centuries. It will thus be seen that while there are 
things that convey to us some idea of time, such as the ages of trees found 
growing upon ancient mounds, and the geological changes that have 
taken place since the abandonment of the old cities, we cannot form any 
satisfactory idea of time, or dates, except by reference to written history, 
and when that is lacking, the opinions or ideas of our best and most con- 
servative students are very unsatisfactory. 

Thus, when we try to form an idea of the time when the ancient people 
first reached the valleys of Arizona, and the length of time they remained 
in possession of the country, we find ourselves confronted with obstacles 
that we cannot surmount. It is clear to all who have studied the country, 
that when the old people came here they did soin small numbers; that 
their growth and development in the country was slow and gradual. They 
do not seem to have found the country occupied by any people, and the 
race that afterwards destroyed them must have come into the country at 
a later period. Everything indicates a long residence here; where the old 
canals were cut through the hard rock the latter has been worn smooth 
by the action of the water. On the Black Mesa, thirty-five miles below 
the junction of the Salt and Gila Rivers, there is an old canal that crosses 
a mesa of hard volcanic rock and falls a distance of about fifteen feet to a 
lower mesa. At the point where it leaves the upper mesa the water 
carried by the canal has cut into the hard rock several inches, smoothing 
and polishing it in a manner that has defied the effacing influences of 
time and the elements since the water has ceased to flow there. To have 
accomplished this, even with a large body of water flowing rapidly, must 
have required centuries. It has not been many years since this country 
was re-settled, probably twenty years at most; yet in that short time 
trees have been planted and sprung up of their own accord, until now 
every canal is lined with them. In the olden days it is very probable 
that the same thing occurred. If so there must have been trees of im- 
mense size growing along some of the canals at the time when the people 
were destroyed and their cities abandoned. Yet the time between that 
abandonment and the arrival of the first white men was so great that 
all traces of a woody growth along the canals had disappeared. And it 
should be remembered that this country is so dry that timber would be 
preserved from decay for a long time. 

The more I study the ruins and the history of the people, the more 
convinced I am that the cliff-dwellers of Arizona and Utah were descend- 
ants of the old people who formerly inhabited the valleys, and who 
escaped the general destruction by fleeing to the mountains, and who for 
years eked out a miserable existence in the narrow valleys and deep 
gorges of the Colorado. Indeed, it is not improbable that the Moquis and 
Zuni Indians of the present day are degenerate descendants of the old 
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race. There are many points of similarity between these people. Their 
pottery was designed and decorated much the same. They used stone 
implements identical in shape and finish. They cultivated the same 
kinds of grain and vegetables, and domesticated the same kind of fowls. 

The Zuni and Maricopa Indians of the present day preserve their 
history by means of what might be called historic families. There are 
families of this kind in every tribe. It is the duty of the head of the 
family to call his sons around him at stated times and rehearse to them 
the history of his people, as it has been rehearsed to him and his fore- 
fathers for many generations. In this way, | understand, many things of 
importance connected with the history of the people have been preserved. 
Professor Cushing remained with the Zunis for some years studying their 
history, and it is expected that when his book is published it will throw 
much light upon the past of that strange people. 

I was told that the Maricopa Indians still preserve a tradition among 
them that at one time they lived in a country far to the south; that 
during their residence there the country was visited with a great drouth 
that dried up the rivers, destroyed their crops and threatened the people 
with utter destruction. During the drouth they sent forty of their men 
northward to look out another and better country to which they could 
emigrate. The party traveled northward a great distance and finally 
came upon @ mountain south of the Salt River Valley, and from which 
they could see the valley spread out before them like a map, covered 
everywhere with orchards and fields, among which the many canals 
wound in and out like threads of silver. Three of the party were selected 
to go down into the valley and reconnoiter, while the others remained on 
the mountain. Proceeding cautiously, they discovered the valley to be 
inhabited by a white people who wore beards, and by whom they were 
received and entertained kindly. After three days they returned to their 
companions on the mountains again and arranged that they should go 
back to their old home and collect all their people and return and take 
possession of the rich valley, while they would return to the valley and 
remain until the arrival of the arniy, arranging that a signal fire should 
be lit on a certain peak to give them warning. The programme was carried 
out. The three returned to the valley and partook of the hospitality of 
the people while they spied out their strength and planned for their 
destruction. After many days the signal fire was seen on the mountain. 
The three hastened there and found all the people prepared for war. 
During the night they led them into the valley, where they fell upon the 
unsuspecting inhabitants and destroyed them. For a while they fared 
well, but they were unaccustomed to irrigation and allowed the canals to 
go to decay, and gradually the country became parched and dry like the 
surrounding desert. 

Up in the Superstition Mountain there is an ancient drawing upon a 
rock representing a group of men whose form and features show that 
they were intended to represent a race different from the Indian type. 
Around their necks are ropes that extend back to another group of men 
whose form and features show plainly that they are Indians. It is sup- 
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posed that this drawing was made to commemorate the event preserved 
in the tradition given above. 

The whole race seem to have cremated their dead, and, placing the 
charred bones and ashes in a large olla, they buried them on the plain. 
The Maricopa Indians of the present day follow the same custom, while 
their neighbors, the Pimas, bury their dead in the usual manner. 

It is to be regretted that we know so little about the history of this 
ancient people. Still, if a careful examination were made of the mounds, 
and excavations were made into them, I believe we would learn a great 
deal about them. As it is at present, there is comparatively no interest 
taken in either preserving the mounds, or the pottery, and stone imple- 
ments found about them. If a man plows up an olla, or vase, he allows it 
to be broken and destroyed. Comparatively no value is placed upon any 
of these things. I know of only two or three cabinets of curios in the 
valley. There have been enough relics found around Mesa City to make 
one of the finest collections of antiquity in the country, yet I will venture 
that to-day there isn’t even a small cabinet in the town. The Latter-day 
Saints’ seminary there could not doa better work than to encourage the 
preserving of relics of value found in the vicinity. Now and then small 
slates are found, and some of them are covered with written characters. 
I was shown one that was covered on both sides with characters and 
hieroglyphics. Such things ought to be preserved. They show us that 
the old people had a written language, and lead us to hope that some time 
we may find other records that will give us the history of the ancient 


people. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Garfield County, it is reported, has over 12,000 acres in cultivation this year, and about 
2,000 acres have been reclaimed from the desert through irrigation. 
Raphael Clawson, of Ephraim, while riding in a wagon in which there were some 
tumbling rods had his fingers caught between two of the rods and badly mashed. 
While trying to extract a loaded cartridge from the barrel of a shotgun, September 25, 
Edward Kent very nearly had a thumb blown off. It may have to be amputated. 


Mrs. Lappish, of American Fork, in some unaccountable way fell out of a buggy, 
striking her head against the wheel, inflicting quite a painful wound on the side of her 
head. 

A large wildcat in a cage is being exhibited in Salt Lake City. It was captured on 
Church Island, in the Great Salt Lake, where it was lassoed by a young man who resides 
there. 


Charles Singer and Edward Hart, while trying to lift up an electric wire which had 
burned in two and fallen to the ground, were fearfully shocked and narrowly escaped 
with their lives. 


While engaged in splitting kindling wood, on September 11, Joseph Quinney, Jr., of 
Logan, accidentally struck his thumb with the edge of the axe, severing a portion of the 
fleshy part of the member. 


Ezra Martin, of Salt Lake City, while at Alpine, was in the act of removing a cap from 
a rifle cartridge which had refused to snap, when an explosion occurred. Two fingers 
were shot off, and the hand badly mangled. 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 715 


As Joseph White, of Moroni, was coming down from the mountain, east of Mount 
Pleasant, on horseback, the animal stumbled and fell, throwing Mr. White violently to 
the ground and dislocating his right ankle. . 

Elliot Wilden, of Beaver County, shot a large crane that had been sojourning on the 
shores of his pond. It viciously attacked his grandchild and was therefore killed. It 
measured six feet from the tips of the wings. 


While Christopher B. Diehl, book-keeper at the Commercial National bank, Salt Lake 
City, was hunting at Wood’s Cross, he had his hand shot off. He was pulling the gun 
towards him from the wagon when it exploded with the above result. 

On September 30 a young man named Gray, who lives just west of the Jordan River, 
near Salt Lake City, was chopping wood, when the axe glanced and struck his left fuot. 
Three toes were gashed, one of them so badly that it had to be amputated. 


While Benjamin Wright, of Pleasant Grove, Utah County, was going down a steep 
hill in Battle Creek Canyon, one part of the wagon tipped over and in a peculiar 
manner pressed him between the wheels, breaking a rib and badly bruising him. 

Arthur Goodall was engaged in operating a chopping machine, September 28, cutting 
hay to mix with grain for the horses, when the little finger of his left hand was caught 
between the cogs of the machine and crushed to fragments. It had to be amputated. 


Judge O. W. Powers, leader of the Liberal party in Utah, made himself obnoxivus in 
the registrar’s office one day, when Registrar Walden, at one time one_of Powers’s own 
henchmen, knocked him down. Judge Powers is now sueing Walden for $299 damages. 


On September 28, James Peterson, a thirteen-year-old son of Hans Peterson, of Beaver 
Dam, went out to meet his brother who was riding in a horse. The little fellow ran up 
in front of the horse, which struck him with its foreleg, breaking the boy’s leg between 
the knee and thigh, knocking”him down and tramping on him. 


The citizens of Salt Lake City, tired of Liberal misrule, have selected an independent 
ticket to be voted for at the coming municipal election. They have chosen for mayor, 
R. N. Baskin, present mayor of the city, but who has foresworn his allegiance to the - 
Gentile party of Utah, as a party which has outlived its usefulness, 

The planing mill of H. M. Colbath, Salt Lake City, caught fire, September 26, and 
was entirely destroyed, as was also the residence of Mrs. M. J. Hardin. ‘I'he loss to the 
planing mill was $3,700, with insurance of $2,200, while Mrs. Hardin’s loss reached to 
$5,000, and $2,000 more were lost through damage to adjoining structures. 

Lharles Booth, of Greenville, one day caught his horse, using a lariat with a large loop 
in so doing. He then tied the other end of the rope to the horse, dropping the lariat in 
coils at his feet. The horse took fright and the loop caught one of Mr. Booth’s feet. The 
horse jumped a fence, pulled Mr. Booth against it, breaking the rope. Mr. Booth was 
taken up unconscious. Two days later he died. 

On September 26, Fredolp E. Holmberg, a German traveler, commenced suit against 
the Union Pacific Railway company for $10,000 damages, alleged in the complaint to 
have been sustained by the plaintiff being summarily ejected from a moving train when 
in the vicinity of Harrisville, Weber County. 

James Sheffield was returning from Cache Valley with a load of grain, September 22, 
when one of the front wheels of his wagon came off and he was thrown to the ground. 
The team ran away, dragging Mr. Sheffield a considerable distance, tearing his clothes, 
lacerating his flesh and inflicting some severe bruises. 


Utah is once more to the front. The good news reached Salt Lake City that the 
grand award of carriages had been given to Messrs, Neder and Cleveland, carriage 
manufacturers at Salt Lake. Shortly afterward the secretary of the Utah Sugar Company, 
whose factory is established at Lehi, Utah County, received notice that the Utah sugar 
on exhibition at the World’s Fair had received first prize in competition with the sugars 
of the world. This is indeed encouraging. 


